Meeting of Consultative Council on Hepatitis C
Date:    29th March 2006              Venue:
7th Floor Conference Room, Department of Health and Children

Present:
Dr Elizabeth Kenny (Chair), Ms Siobhan O’Connor, Ms Mary Rowe, Ms Margaret Dunne, Prof Cliona O’Farrelly, Ms Ann McGrane, Mr John Cullinane, Ms Margaret Scarry, Mr John Murphy. 

Apologies:
Ms Paula Kealy, Mr Michael Madigan, Mr Mark Murphy, Prof Aiden McCormick, Mr Paul O’Donoghue, Mr Ian Carter, Ms Ann Broekhoven.
In Attendance:
 Fergal Flynn, DoHC.
1. Minutes of last meeting
· The minutes of the meeting held on 26th January 2006 were agreed and signed off.
2.
   Matters arising
· Ms McGrane indicated to the meeting that she was pursuing a query relating to responsibilities of directors as set out in the Ethics in Public Office Act and would advise Council. 
· With regard to the role and functions of the Council, raised at the previous meeting, Dr Kenny indicated that she would write to members seeking their views on the functions of the Council and whether it is fulfilling its role.  She proposed to have a major discussion on this issue at the May meeting. 
3. Correspondence
· Letter dated 2 February 2006 to Department of Health and Children from the Irish Hospice Foundation regarding its media notice on Care for People Dying in Hospital - Call for Expressions of interest from Hospitals and enclosing its Report on Dying and Death in an Acute Hospital produced in cooperation with the HSE.  

· Letter dated 9 February 2006 to Chairperson of Council regarding report of Database Group meeting on 25th January which was made to Council meeting on 26th January.  (Read into minutes of the meeting). 
· Letter dated 29 March 2006 to the Director of the HPSC regarding the operation of the National Hepatitis C Database. (Read into minutes of the meeting).

4. Report of the Working Groups
a. Information Group 2007/Work Plan 

Volunteers were sought to sit on the Information Group sub-committee to organise the next Information Day, which is due to be held in Dublin Castle in February 2007.  Nominations were requested to be submitted to the Secretary to the Council as soon as possible. 
A meeting of the sub-committee is to be arranged as soon as possible.
b. International Conference Group

The meeting was updated on progress regarding the organisation of the International Conference.  The programme for the event is now complete and the brochure for the event was circulated at the meeting.  

A teaching conference for junior doctors, EASALD, has been organised to dovetail with the International Conference and it was expected that this event would provide appropriate publicity within the medical profession for the International event.  

In terms of publicising the Conference, the Chairperson was asked, and agreed, to provide material promoting the event that could be included in the medical supplement to the Irish Times and other media.  Areas to be addressed in the publicity include the doctor/patient relationship and healing foods aspects of the Living with Hepatitis C Programme as well as organ donation/transplantation and vaccines in relation to the Clinical and Research Programme. 

The Chairperson indicated that she would prepare a list of names of potential session chairs and workshop co-ordinators and advise Prof O’Farrelly accordingly.  She also advised that she would contact the Chairman and CEO of the HSE in relation to attending the reception and would arrange the preparation of a list of invitees for the reception.  
c. Database Steering Group  
The next meeting of the Database Group was due to be held following this meeting. It was hoped to agree the draft advertisement relating to the inclusion of deceased persons on the database and also remote access to the Database.
d. National Consultants’ Committee

The questions which had been raised with the Chairperson for answer by the Consultants’ Committee are currently being considered by the Consultants’ Committee. 
e. Management of Death
The meeting was circulated with a letter dated 2 February 2006 and a report submitted to Department of Health and Children from the Irish Hospice Foundation regarding its media notice on Care for People Dying in Hospital - Call for Expressions of interest from Hospitals and enclosing .  It as agreed that Council would keep a watching brief on the issues involved. 
It as agreed that a meeting of the Management of Death sub-committee would be arranged as soon as possible. 
5. Second Review of Health Services
· Following the previous Council meeting members of the Council met with the Tánaiste to formally present her with the Second Review of Health Services.  The Chairperson noted that the Tánaiste had said that she would meet with the Groups on a more informal basis.

· It was noted that Mr James Conway, National Care Group Manager, Palliative Care and Chronic Illness in the HSE had agreed to attend the May meeting of Council.  It was agreed that the recommendations of the Review would be discussed with him then.       

6. Prevention of Infection in Renal Units
· The report on The prevention of transmission of bloodborne diseases in the health care setting was circulated at the meeting and it was agreed that a discussion on the report would take place at the next meeting.    
7. Home Support/Home Nursing Issues
· The nursing post has now been filled and the appointee has taken up her position. It was agreed that the nurse would be invited to the next Council meeting, along with Michele Tait, Hepatitis C Liaison Officer for the Dublin area. 
8. Any other business
· Sympathy was extended to Transfusion Positive following the death of Ms Teresa Corcoran, a long-serving and dedicated member. It was agreed that a letter to this effect would issue to Transfusion Positive. 

· Congratulations were extended to two Council members on the their recent appointments – Mr Ian Carter as CEO of St James’s Hospital and Professor Cliodhna O’Farrelly as Chairperson of Cancer Research Ireland, a division of the Irish Cancer Society.   
9. Next Meeting
· The next Council meeting will take place on Thursday 25th May at 11.00am with lunch to be provided and the meeting to conclude by 3.30pm.  The format for the meeting would include meeting with the HSE representatives (Ms Tait, Mr Conway and the Home Nursing Liaison Officer) before lunch with discussion on the role and functions of the Council in the afternoon.
Documents Circulated

· Letter dated 29 March 2006 to the Director of the HPSC regarding the operation of the National Hepatitis C Database. 

· Programme for Second Hepatitis C International Conference – Final Announcement. 

· Letter dated 2 February 2006 to Department of Health and Children from the Irish Hospice Foundation regarding its media notice on Care for People Dying in Hospital - Call for Expressions of interest from Hospitals.  

· Report on Dying and Death in an Acute Hospital produced by the Irish Hospice Foundation and the HSE. 

· Copy of media notice dated 13 March 2006 advertising 2nd International Conference in Dublin Castle. 

· Report on the Prevention of Transmission of Blood-Borne Diseases in the Health-Care Setting
· Background Paper for consultation on legislation establishing the Health Information and Quality Authority and the Office of the Chief Inspector of Social Services. [image: image1.png]
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